Eye of the Storm

Stepping into role - A suggested lesson plan for following-up Eye of the Storm.

NB this example was suggested by a teacher based on the responses of her class while they were working with Big Brum. You may want to use this image or choose another one  arising from the work your children do with Big Brum.  

Aim: to further develop the participant’s critical thinking about a complex problem

Objectives: 
children in the class make a vocal contribution

children listen attentively to their peers

children develop other’s thinking in their own contributions



children manipulate images deliberately to encode meaning

Materials

· A copy of the Scholars’ Rules

· A ‘medal’ on red ribbon 

· ‘sackcloth’

· ‘Prospero’s cloak’

· paper and pencils

NB
Though you will not have some of these actual things, try to use artefacts with something of their quality to evoke the children’s memories of those used in the production.

The central image:

Caliban crouches on the floor, one hand holding the medal placed around his neck earlier by the scholars. 

To one side of him lies the sackcloth which had covered him, to the other side lies Prospero’s cloak. 

He is in the centre of a circle made by the scholars who stand, backs to Caliban, facing outward from the circle.

Making the image

Invite a volunteer to take up position as Caliban in the centre of the space

Children in the class are responsible for modelling the volunteer until there is a consensus on how s/he appears. 

Teacher assists with prompts e.g.

· I wonder where Caliban’s gaze falls? 

· I wonder how long he can stay in that position? 

· I wonder if he likes the ribbon around his neck? 

· I wonder how heavy that medal feels in his hand?

[These prompts are placed to invite imaginative speculation on what it is to be Caliban in that moment – there are no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ answers]

The volunteer relaxes while the sackcloth and cloak are placed on the either side of her/him. Invite the children to place these fabrics. Is one or another within his sight line? How close are they to Caliban? Are they outspread or bundled?

The volunteer takes up her/his position again. 

The remaining children take up position as scholars facing away from Caliban. Again, the same level of precise deliberation is required of each of them. Each ‘scholar’ may have a different reaction to ‘Caliban’ and that will be reflected in how each child models her/his pose. 

Working with the image

Teacher invites 2 or 3 children to step outside the image and, while their classmates hold it as a freeze, they (as themselves not as scholars) walk all around it offering their thoughts on what they see before them. 

Teacher invites those children to return to the circle and selects another small group to repeat the exercise. 

Select a third small group to step outside the circle. As they move round the teacher pauses, places a hand on the shoulder of one of the scholars in the circle and invites one of the observers to speak the thought inside this scholar’s mind at this moment. Repeat this with different participants. When all the children have had a turn to observe and/or ‘thought track’ others the class can relax. 

[This is intended to allow the children to be both creative image makers and reflective critical thinkers – you may need to freeze and relax several times]

The teacher invites their ‘thought tracks’ for Caliban as he was in that image. Children may work in pairs or small groups for this task. (You can use a piece of fabric or an empty chair to represent Caliban, releasing the volunteer to rejoin her/his classmates.

Each group writes down the thought track and places it around the representation of  Caliban.   

Moving on from the image

The next task for participants is to decide what happens next? Working in small groups (4/5) the children must decide what Caliban’s next action is and what the reaction is from the scholars. Or they may decide that it is one of the scholars who instigates the action. 

Working with precision they use themselves to create an image of the action and reaction which happens next. Each group shares this short sequence with the rest of the class. It might be useful for the teacher to ask them to present their work as 2 or 3 video ‘stills’. Language, if used at all, must be brief and precise.

[We’re not asking the children to finish the story but to slow time down and within the logic of the situation to create only the next action and reaction.]

SESSION 3 –
The people of Milan ask the Scholars                       for help

Aim: to further develop the participant’s critical thinking about a complex problem

Objectives: 
children in the class make a vocal contribution

children listen attentively to their peers

children develop other’s thinking in their own contributions



children manipulate images deliberately to encode meaning

Materials

· A copy of the Scholars’ Rules

· A ‘medal’ on red ribbon 

· ‘sackcloth’

· ‘Prospero’s cloak’

· paper and pencils

PROSPERO’S WILL

Prospero has died and the pardoned Antonio now rules in Milan once more. 

In Prospero’s Will he has stipulated that a part of Milan where the poor live is to be rebuilt.

